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 Minutes of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10:00am on Friday 16 December 2016  

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

 

Members Present:   Councillor B. Caldwell (Cathaoirleach) 

     Councillors K. Byrne, M. Coleman, I. Cussen, 

     A. Larkin, J. Neville, B. Young. 

    

Present: Mr P. Minnock (District Manager), Ms E. Wright (Senior 

Executive Officer, Mr C. Buggie (Municipal District 

Engineer), Mr J. Kelly (Assistant Municipal District 

Engineer), Ms V. Cooke (Administrative Officer), Ms A. 

Corbett (Senior Community Worker), Ms M. Dalton 

(Meetings Administrator), Ms A. M. Campbell (Secretary). 

 

CL01/1612 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District held on the 18 November 2016, together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Neville that the 

minutes of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District meeting held on 18 November 2016 be 

confirmed and taken as read. The progress report was noted. 

 

CL02/1612 

Matters Arising 

Update on Schedule of Municipal District Works (CL03/1611) 

Councillor Cussen stated that she had not yet received the costing for the under-grounding 

of utilities wiring for Celbridge that the Municipal District Engineer had agreed to provide to 

the members at the November meeting. 

 

Provision of copy of Garden Licence (CL26/1611) 

Councillor Cussen stated that she had obtained a copy of a garden licence and that she 

would circulate it to the members. 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 2 of 20 

Discussion of breakdown of spend for the Local Property Tax funding (CL01/1611) 

Councillor Cussen stated that the proposed meeting with the District Manager to discuss a 

broad outline of the breakdown of spend for the Local Property Tax funding had not taken 

place. It was agreed by all the members that this would be discussed at an in-committee 

meeting to be held on the 13 January 2017 at 09:00 a.m. in the Maynooth Municipal District 

Office with the District Manager and the Municipal District Engineer. 

 

Extension of wrapping on disability bay poles to Leixlip (CL14/1611) 

Councillor Cussen thanked the Roads section on completion of this work. 

 

Update on Primary Care Centre, Celbridge (CL21/1610) 

Councillor Cussen stated that she read the report on the Primary Care Centre facilities and 

that she noted that there was no difference between it and the Local Health Centre.  She 

was disappointed that there was no provision for chiropody or podiatry services in Kildare. 

 

Road sweeping funds  

Councillor Cussen stated that she was aware that the fund for road sweeping was €57,000 

and she enquired as to what the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District allocation would be. 

 

Odours from sewers on Main Street, Leixlip (CL27/1606) (CL03/1609) (CL04/1611) 

Councillor Young stated that the odour was very bad and could be experienced from the 

motorway.  He said that there was a smell of hydrogen sulphate. He stated that the odour 

was coming from the Waste Water Treatment Plant and he requested that a letter be sent to 

Irish Water alerting them to this problem. 

 

Anti-social behaviour in Crodaun Forest Park 

Councillor Cussen requested that a letter issue to the Superintendent of the Garda Siochana 

requesting that action is taken urgently to curb the serious problem of anti-social behaviour 

that is taking place in Crodaun Forest Park.  

 

CL03/1612 

Update on the schedule of municipal district works 

The Municipal District Engineer gave an update on the schedule of municipal district works 

for the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District.  Mr Buggie outlined the status of current projects. 
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He confirmed that the Pedestrian Crossing at Ballyoulster and at Rinawade/Glen Easton 

road were both completed and that the lights had been turned on. 

The repair of damaged footpaths in Leixlip and footpaths from Dara court to Tesco's were 

completed.  The new bus stop and footpath at Killenlea were deferred until 2017 as further 

application/applications to invasive weeds would need to be carried out.  Fencing at St. 

Raphaels Manor has been completed and road repairs at Glendale, Oaklawn and Crodaun 

Roads were all completed. 

He said that he had received a draft safety report on Glen Easton and he would have a 

report on this for the members for the January meeting.  

 

The members thanked the Municipal District Engineer and asked that he convey their thanks 

to all the staff of the Maynooth Municipal District office for all the hard work that has been 

carried out during the year. 

 

CL04/1612 

Video promotion of Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

Ms Kavanagh thanked the members for allowing her the opportunity to present the 

promotional video of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District. She said that Trilogy Media had 

produced this video and after watching the video she would take any observations, questions 

or comments from the members. 

 

Having watched the video Councillor Young observed that there was a spelling error in the 

title page. He stated that he was concerned that one of the main comments from a person on 

the video was about going drinking and that this should not be promoted. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that it was great to hear the Irish language used on the video but 

that the focus of the video should not be on alcohol. 

 

Councillor Coleman said it was great to see a clip of Castletown House in Celbridge and that 

maybe a clip of the Wonderful Barn should have been used for Leixlip. 

 

Councillor Neville stated that he thought it was a very professional video and he wished that 

it was longer.  He thanked Ms Kavanagh for the video. 
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Councillor Larkin agreed that the video was good to promote the district and asked if it would 

be put on the Kildare Failte website. 

 

Councillor Caldwell said that he thought the video did not promote alcohol but that the 

Guinness name was linked to Leixlip and he thought the video was very good. 

 

Ms Kavanagh thanked the members for their comments.  She stated that the video was a 

people centred video based on a theme and pertinent to the area. She said that the focus 

was not intentional on alcohol but that the Guinness name was famous and that the 

reference to alcohol was made by a tourist visiting the area. She said that alterations could 

be made if the members so wished but that it would delay the launch by several months.  

  

Councillor Caldwell stated that a vote should be taken to launch the video as it was decided 

to put it to a vote whether the video be launched as it was.  A vote was taken and four 

members voted for this decision and three members voted against. 

 

Councillor Young suggested that for future videos that a draft of ideas be discussed 

beforehand rather than after the video was completed. 

 

Ms Kavanagh informed the members that this video was made with interviews that were not 

scripted, one from a child going to school and the others were of people visiting the area. 

Resolved with four members voting in favour and three against the vote was carried to 

launch the promotion video of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District as it stands. 

 

CL05/1612 

Introduction of new Head of Enterprise Ms. J. McNabb 

Ms Kavanagh introduced Ms Jackie McNabb as the new Head of Enterprise to the members. 

 

Ms McNabb thanked Ms Kavanagh for the introduction and stated that she looked forward to 

meeting the members either singularly or collectively and working with the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District. 

 

The members welcomed Ms McNabb to the meeting and wished her the best of luck in her 

new role as Head of Enterprise. 
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Councillor Larkin and Councillor Neville added that they wished Ms Foley the former Acting 

Head of Enterprise their best wishes with her new job and would like to convey their thanks 

for all the hard work that she carried out previously for Leixlip Town Council and the county. 

 

In response to Councillor Cussen’s question Ms Kavanagh stated that the viewing  of the 

Kildare County Council business video was postponed until the January meeting of full 

council. 

 

In response to Councillor Caldwell’s invitation Ms McNabb said that she welcomed the 

opportunity to attend the next visit to Intel which should take place in January or February 

2017.  Ms McNabb added that she would also like the members to convey a warm welcome 

to the constituents of the Celbride-Leixlip Municipal District from her and she hoped to offer 

them her support should they wish to contact her. 

 

CL06/1612 

Cutting back of trees on slip way on N4/M4 entrance to Leixlip/Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council ask the body responsible for cutting back trees to examine the possibility of 

cutting back the trees on the slip way on the N4/M4 entrance to Leixlip/Celbridge on the right 

hand side. This area is not getting the benefit of the overhead lights. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Byrne 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this issue will be referred to the National Roads Authority as it is 

not a matter for the Municipal District Office. 

 

In response to the Municipal District Engineer’s question Councillor Caldwell confirmed that 

the slip road referred to in the motion was junction 5 on the M4 motorway. 

 

Ms Wright stated that she had drafted the letter to the National Roads Authority and that she 

would issue this letter as this was a safety issue. 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 6 of 20 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Byrne that a letter 

issue to the National Roads Authority to cut back the trees on the slip way on the N4/M4 

entrance to Leixlip/Celbridge. 

CL07/1612 

Cleaning of storm drains in Callenders Mill, Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne 

That the storm drains from house number (details supplied) Callenders Mill, Celbridge be 

cleaned as there is ponding when rain occurs/and a bad odour arises. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Neville 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office will arrange for this section of 

surface water pipe to be inspected and cleaned out as requested. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Neville that the 

Municipal District Office will arrange for this section of surface water pipe to be inspected 

and cleaned out as requested.  

 

CL08/1612 

Removal of tree in The Coppins and repair of footpath 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne 

That the tree outside house number (details supplied) The Coppins be removed as it is 

severely damaging  the footpath and the footpath be repaired. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department and the 

Parks Department informing the members that the footpath at this address has been 

repaired. The tree will be examined and if removal is considered necessary the work will be 

included on the next programme of tree works. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

Parks Department examine the tree and if removal is considered necessary the work will be 

included on the next programme of tree works. 
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CL09/1612 

Re-marking of cycle lanes on the Shackleton Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That the cycle lanes on the Shackleton Road from Aghards junction to Maynooth Road 

junction be re-marked as the markings are worn out. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Coleman 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this road is on the Road Works Programme for resurfacing in 

2017/2018. Minimal remarking will be carried out in the interim. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that the answer was somewhat positive but that she would like to 

see all the cycle lanes in the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District being looked at as they were 

poorly kept and she would like to see this progressed in the New Year. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that he had read this motion incorrectly and that this 

road is not on the Road Works Programme for resurfacing in 2017/2018 but that he would 

look at the markings on this road. 

 

Ms Wright informed the members that there was a draft report from the Cycle Forum 2017 

due to be brought to the next Strategic Policy Committee in February and that this 

information could then reported back to the members. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Coleman that the 

Municipal District Engineer undertook to look at the markings of the cycle lanes on the 

Shackleton Road from Aghards junction to the Maynooth Road junction. 

 

CL10/1612 

Request for deputation to a meeting of South Dublin County Council 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Larkin 

That we write to South Dublin County Council and ask for deputation to one of their meetings 

to highlight issues along Dublin Road from Salmon Leap to roundabout. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that a letter issued to South Dublin County Council in October 

requesting that the Lucan members consider the option of meeting with members of the 

Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District to discuss issues in common.  If the members are in 

agreement, a second letter can be issued to South Dublin County Council.  

 

Councillor Larkin stated that all the members were aware of the issues at the entrance into 

Leixlip.  He stated that the entrance was disgraceful, that there was a broken wall, no 

lighting, no kerbing, the road was currently being dug up for a utility and that it was unsightly 

and he called on the members to request a delegation to South Dublin County Council to 

highlight the issues raised. 

 

Councillor Neville agreed stating that all other towns in Kildare had nice entrances and that 

something should be done to improve this area as it looks terrible with overgrown hedging, 

pot holes and broken down walls. He stated that he would be happy to attend that meeting. 

 

Councillor Byrne agreed and stated that the road from the roundabout to Youngs Cross 

should be taken into account also. 

 

A further discussion ensued and it was agreed by all the members to send a letter to the 

Lucan Area Committee requesting a deputation from all the members of the Celbridge-

Leixlip Municipal District on this matter. 

 

Mr Minnock stated that if the members of the Lucan Area Committee agreed to a deputation, 

then the members of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District should seek technical advice in 

advance from the Municipal District Engineer to enable them to create a clear and concise 

presentation and to be precise on what they are requesting from the Lucan Area Committee 

at this meeting. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that a letter 

issue to the Lucan Area Committee requesting that they receive a deputation from the 

members of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District to attend one of their meetings on this 

issue. 
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CL11/1612 

Replacement of section of kerb on Maynooth Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman 

That the missing section of kerb on the footpath at (details supplied) Maynooth Road be 

replaced. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this has been completed. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

  

CL12/1612 

Request for council to look at traffic solutions during school times at Riverforest 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the council look at a traffic solution for cars coming out of Riverforest during the busy 

school-time. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this issue will be referred to Road Design Section for 

examination and a report will be provided to the members.  

 

Councillor Neville stated that there were problems with traffic congestion here at busy times 

and he said that he didn’t know what the solution to this problem could be. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that the Roads Design Section would examine the 

area but that there was no straightforward solution that would not cause a knock-on effect for 

other traffic. 

He introduced the new Assistant Municipal District Engineer Mr. James Kelly. 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 10 of 20 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that this 

issue would be referred to Road Design Section for examination and a report would be 

provided to the members.  

 

CL13/1612 

Request for resurfacing of area outside shops on the Celbridge Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the council resurface the area outside the shops on the Celbridge Road at Colaiste 

Chiarain. It may need to be clarified if this area has been taken in charge. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this area is not in charge of Kildare County Council. 

 

In answer to Councillor Neville’s question as to whether the owners could apply to have this 

area taken in charge by Kildare County Council, Ms Wright replied that the existing owner 

was responsible for their own property and that there would be financial implications for the 

council and it would need the agreement of the owners. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL14/1612 

Request for salt bins to be put out and additional one on Captains Hill 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

Can salt bins be put out at the usual places, and can we get one on Captains Hill? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that Kildare County Council do not have any salt bins in storage and 

advise that Captains Hill is on the salting route for Winter 2016/2017. 

The report was noted. 
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CL15/1612 

Assessment for footpath on Loughlinstown Road, Celbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

Can the Loughlinstown Road, Celbridge be assessed and considered for a footpath? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that clarification is required as to what section of the road is referred 

to and the Municipal District Engineer will examine in consultation with Councillor Cussen. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL16/1612 

Inspection and replacement/repair of footpath at Newtown Park 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin  

Can the footpaths outside house (details supplied) Newtown Park, Leixlip be inspected and 

the necessary replacement/repairs be listed for completion? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer inspected this section of footpath 

and it has been added to the overseer’s task list for attention in early 2017. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL17/1612 

Distinct marking of disability bay on Main Street, Leixlip 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman 

Can the disability parking bay on Main Street, Leixlip opposite Da Vinci's be clearly marked 

so it is distinctly seen by all vehicle users? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this request has been passed on to the lining contractor and will 

be remarked as soon as possible. 

 

In reply to Councillor Coleman’s statement that the marking on this parking bay is very faint 

the Municipal District Engineer stated that it would be re-marked in blue paint. 

The report was noted. 
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CL18/1612 

Installation of pedestrian crossing on the Simmonstown Manor/Callendars Mill Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman 

Can a pedestrian crossing be installed on the Simmonstown Manor/Callendars Mill Road in 

the vicinity of the Hazelhatch Road end for the safety of the many residents that have to 

cross the road at this area? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this has been previously raised with the Municipal District Office 

and the Traffic Management Section currently has no funding available for the installation of 

new pedestrian crossings. If funding becomes available this request (along with other similar 

requests) shall be investigated as to whether a pedestrian crossing is warranted at this 

location. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL19/1612 

Installation of rumble strips at Leixlip graveyard 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

Can rumble strips be placed to slow down and to serve as a warning to traffic at the Leixlip 

graveyard? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that rumble strips cannot be placed at this location due to the 

proximity to houses. Electronic warning signs were installed this year warning motorists to 

slow down. 

 

In response to Councillor Neville’s request that the road markings be re-marked as they were 

very faint there the Municipal District Engineer undertook to have a look at the road 

markings. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL20/1612 

Addition of light between Glendale and Glendale Meadows 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 
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Can an extra light be placed between Glendale and Glendale Meadows?  This light would be 

at the little bridge between the estates. 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the additional light will be provided. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL21/1612 

Necessary works to be carried out to wall at Wheatfield, Ardclough 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman 

That the necessary works be carried out to the wall in front of Wheatfield, Ardclough. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Engineer will inspect this wall and repairs 

as required will be carried out in the New Year. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Coleman, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

Municipal District Engineer will inspect this wall and repairs as required will be carried out in 

the New Year. 

 

Councillor Caldwell thanked Ms Wright for all her reports and hard work during the year. 

 

CL22/1612 

Advertising in municipal districts for funding for community groups/clubs 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council advertise in our municipal district for community groups who want to get 

funding for their group organisation/club etc.  This money will come from Local Property Tax 

and a limit of maximum of €5k can be given provided everything is in the proper order.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Byrne 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the 

Community Department can assist by running a similar scheme to last year whereby the 

municipal district members allocated a specific Local Property Tax budget and all groups 
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were welcome to apply. It can be promoted through elected representatives, Public 

Participation Network and community workers.  

A discussion ensued among the members and it was decided to discuss this matter at the 

meeting to be held on the 13 January 2017. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Byrne that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL23/1612 

List of grants available for 2017 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell  

Can we get a list of grants that are going to be available for 2017 from the council? 

 

 It should be noted that the list below is not an exhaustive list of grants available. 

 

A report was received from the Water Services Department informing the members that 

grants are available under the Rural Water Programme for new group water or group 

sewerage schemes and for the provision of private individual domestic water supplies. 

 

A new Rural Water Multi-Annual Funding Programme for 2016 - 2018 was launched in 

January 2016 by the Department of Environment Community & Local Government (now 

known as Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government). The objective 

of this is to provide enhanced funding certainty for priority investment needs.  

 

Grants of up to 85% of the cost, subject to a maximum grant of €7,650 per house, are 

available for new group water schemes. Grants of up to 75% of the cost, subject to a 

maximum grant of €6,750 per house, are available for new group sewerage schemes. 

Grants are subject to eligibility and cannot be administered until all works have been 

approved and completed.  

 

Grants of up to 75% of the approved cost, subject to a maximum allowable grant of 

€2,031.58, are available for the provision or improvement of individual domestic private 

water supplies. This grant is subject to certain eligibility criteria and prior approval of the local 

authority.  
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Further information on the above grant funding and how to apply are available on the Kildare 

County Council website or from the Rural Water Section of Kildare County Council Water 

Services Department. 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that grants are 

available to groups include-Community, Festival, Community Heritage and Residents 

Association grants. It is proposed that the grant scheme will be advertised early January 

2017. 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that: 

Tidy Towns grants - €19,220 

Residents Association grants -  €14,060 

A report was received from the Housing, Community and Cultural Affairs Department 

informing the members that the objective of the Self Help Scheme is to assist Local Authority 

tenants to carry out improvement works on the property.  All Kildare County Council tenants 

who are up to date with their rent are eligible to apply. The amount of grant you may be 

offered will depend on the works involved. The Self Help Grant will not cover the full cost of 

the work. Up to 90% of the works may be grant aided, however the maximum grant available 

is €2,500, the tenant is liable for all costs above the grant approved.  

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the 

Housing Department provide: 

Housing Adaptation Grants for people with a disability (Private houses and County Council 

houses). 

Mobility Aids Grant s (minor works for persons with a disability). 

Housing Aid for older people (repairs grant for persons over 66). 

Councillor Caldwell stated that he understood that this was not the complete set of grants 

available but he wished to thanked the various departments for issuing these reports. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL24/1612 

Estimate for erection of fence between Hazelhatch Parka and The Grove Estate 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 
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Can the council prepare an estimate of the cost of erecting a fence between the green area 

in Hazelhatch Park and the green area in The Grove Estate, Celbridge as the area has been 

subject to anti- social behaviour? 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the council 

will not be preparing a cost estimate for the erection of a fence as a fence dividing these two 

areas will not solve any antisocial behaviour between them.  Additionally, it is the council's 

past experience given the extent of boundary here that the fence will likely become the target 

of the antisocial behaviour and be continually breached and therefore require repair. It is 

council policy to promote permeability between areas and the erection of a fence would 

contradict this objective. The council will however assess the possibility of lowering the 

height of the hedge to discourage any antisocial activities.  

 

Councillor Byrne stated that he was not happy with this report in view of the incidence that 

took place in Crodaun in the past few weeks and he said that he did not agree with having 

permeability between these areas.  He said that he would discuss this matter with the Senior 

Executive Parks Superintendent. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL25/1612 

Removal of trees in Saint Patricks Park 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Can the trees outside houses (details supplied) Saint Patricks Park, Celbridge be removed 

or severely cut back as they are blocking the sunlight and night lighting? 

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the trees will 

be assessed and any work considered necessary will be included in the next tree works 

programme.  

The report was noted. 

 

CL26/1612 

Update on tree pruning/removal program for the municipal district 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin 

Could we have a update on the tree pruning/removal program for the municipal district and in 

particular the policy around trees located beside public lighting in estates? 
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A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the tree works 

programme was distributed earlier this year. It is planned to commence a new programme in 

the first quarter of 2017 based on the requests received to the end of the year. The policy in 

relation to trees and public lighting is to remove the trees if pruning is not feasible or 

practical. 

 

Councillor Larkin stated that he considered that these trees should be removed as it would 

be more cost effective than continuously having to return to prune these trees.  He 

suggested that if a tree is removed another could be planted elsewhere. He said that Dublin 

County Council has adopted this policy and that it made sense. He said that he would 

discuss this with the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent. 

 

Councillor Neville disagreed with the suggestion of the removal of these trees and said that 

there should be an increase in the budget for tree pruning. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL27/1612 

Celbridge Local Area Plan 

At this point in the meeting Ms. Cooke distributed a copy of the Celbridge Local Area Plan. 

Mr. Minnock stated that the deadline for submissions for this plan was the 3 February 2017. 

He stated that the deadline for the Leixlip plan was the 5 January 2017. 

In response to Councillor Neville’s request for an extra week due to the holiday period 

around Christmas, Mr. Minnock stated that this was not possible as Planning Department 

was under pressure in terms of the statutory period. 

 

CL28/1612 

List of walkways/housing estates for stencilling/signage regarding dog fouling 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That a list of common walkways and/or housing estates in Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal 

District be drawn up for stencilling/signage regarding dog fouling.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that as all 

public lands are at risk of littering/illegal dumping, it will not be possible to compile such a list. 
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However, stencilling is carried out following requests from tidy towns groups, residents 

associations or other community groups. These are then recorded for attention. 

To date, the areas that have been stencilled in the Municipal District are: 

 

Main Street, Celbridge 

Louisa Valley, Leixlip 

Leixlip Park 

Oaklawn West, Leixlip 

 

To be completed: 

Willowbrook 

Kilmacraddock 

Slí na Sláinte, Gleneaston to Intel roundabout 

The latter will be completed early in 2017 weather permitting.  

 

Signage comprises of three types: 

1. Plastic signs given to community groups.  

2. Metal signs (installed by Kildare County Council as a variety of fixings are required 

depending on what the sign is attached to). 

3. Vinyl stickers. 

 

Signage Type No. 1 is ongoing. 

Signage Types No's 2 and 3 will be rolled out in 2017 - the intention is that all public street 

bins will have the third option. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that she was very disappointed with the report and she noted that 

there was no person from the Environment section to answer her questions. She asked why 

a list could not be compiled.  She said that it would be very easy to advertise through the 

Public Participation Network to see if estates would like to have stencilling regarding dog 

fouling. She stated that nothing was being done about it and that it was abysmal that there 

was only four areas to-date that had been stencilled. She said the problem could be 

addressed by extra bins.  She informed the members that the bins are made by an Irish 

company and the cost was reasonable at €168 each. She would like to see the council being 

pro-active to ensure that this problem was tackled and dog owners punished. She stated that 
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there was over €49,000 of money coming in from dog licences and that this money needed 

to be used to make provision for this matter. 

 

Councillor Caldwell agreed and said that dog walking was very popular and more signage 

needed to be provided. 

 

Councillor Cussen said that this does not seem to be a problem in the rest of the country, it 

seems to only be a problem in Kildare, the reason being the lack of bins. 

 

Councillor Caldwell said that this was important and he requested that the members receive 

a costing from the Environment Department for the provision and service  of these bins. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

Environment Department provide a costing on the provision and service of bins for the 

Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District. 

  

CL29/1612 

Agreement of spend of retained Local Property Tax (LPT) for 2017 

The members agreed to defer this item until the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District meeting 

to be held on 20 January 2017. 

 

CL30/1612 

Consideration of request for deputation from Leixlip United Soccer Club 

The members agreed to defer this item until the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District meeting 

to be held on 20 January 2017. 

 

CL31/1612 

Discussion on decision on Customer Services Point  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

As we are into year 3 of this municipal district can we have the follow up discussion and 

decision on the Customer Services Point for Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District? 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that 

the decision to establish a Customer Services point in Celbridge / Leixlip would have to be 

subject to a cost benefit analysis and there would be financial and human resource 
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implications - neither of which have been planned / budgeted for. The option to use libraries 

as Customer Service Points could also be examined. 

 

Councillor Cussen asked that this matter be discussed as it had been motioned a couple of 

times and that there had been no progress.  She said that the use of a library one day a 

week was a good idea and that there would be very little cost involved with this option and 

she proposed considering the use of libraries as the Customer Services Point for the 

municipal district. 

 

Councillor Larkin suggested that Councillor Cussen submit this as a motion. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that it had been motioned twice previously the last time being 

October 2015 and there had been no progress. 

 

Councillor Caldwell said that this had been discussed and that it wasn’t practical as it would 

be very costly.  He said the estimate previously given was for over €400,000.  He added that 

in his opinion this money would be better spent in the municipal district. 

He stated that Councillor Cussen should submit this as a motion and it could be discussed 

then. 

The report was noted. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded. 


